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NON-FINAL OFFICIAL ACTION 



Status of the Claims 



Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 USC §102. 

Rejections under 35 USC §1 02(e) 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Gessner (United States Patent Application Publication US 2002/0032709). 

As per claims 1-16, Gessner discloses: 
1 . A structure recovery system comprising: 

analysis means for analyzing the structure of a data string written in accordance 
with a predetermined rule and for detecting an error in accordance with said 
predetermined rule (page 3, 1J25: "fairly simple scanner"); and 

recovery means for, upon the receipt of a request from said analysis means, 
correcting in accordance with said predetermined rule said error detected in said data 
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string by said analysis means (Page 3, 1J29: "now allows such tokens and constructs to 
be fixed"), 

wherein said recovery means includes a set of correction means that individually 
employ simple functions for correcting specific types of errors (Page 3, 1J28: the DTDs 
fulfill these requirements), and 

wherein said recovery means selectively employs said correction means based 
on the error type in accordance with said predetermined rule in order to correct a variety 
of errors in said data string (page 3, 1|29: illustrates this with the <p>...<p> example). 

2. A parsing system, for performing the parsing of a data string written in accordance 
with a predetermined rule, comprising: 

a parser for performing a parsing process (page 3, 1J27); and 

a syntax recovery unit for, upon the receipt of a request from said parser, 

correcting an error detected by said parser in said data string (page 3, 1J29: "suppose 

parsing engine were to realize"), 

wherein said syntax recovery unit can change the contents of a correction (page 

3, 1|29: "transformed into well-formed expressions"). 

3. The parsing system according to claim 2, wherein multiple types of said syntax 
recovery units are prepared in accordance with the types of errors that are detected by 
said parser in said data string (Page 3, 1|28: DTD prepare the parser), and each of said 
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syntax recovery units has a function for correcting a specific type of error (Page 3, 1J29: 
as defined by the replaceable DTD). 

4. The parsing system according to claim 3, further comprising: 

corresponding information storage means for storing information that correlates 
the type of data string with a syntax recovery unit for recovering from an error in said 
data string (Page 3-4, 1J33 and 1141 ), 

wherein, in accordance with the type of target data string, said parser employs 
said information stored in said corresponding information storage means to set up said 
syntax recovery unit for the correction of an error upon the receipt of a request (Page 4, 
H35). 

5. The parsing system according to claim 3, wherein, when said target data string 
includes an element that is not defined by a rule that said parser employs for said 
parsing process, at least one of said syntax recovery units is activated and performs a 
process for replacing said rule used by said parser with a rule that defines said element 
in said target data string, and for returning said target data string to said parser (Page 4, 
H37). 

6. The parsing system according to claim 2, further comprising: 

a lexical analyzer, for performing token analysis for said target data string (Page 
3, 1J25: HTML and XML); and 
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a token recovery unit, for correcting an error detected by said lexical analyzer in 
said token in said data string (Page 3, 1J29: transformation of the otherwise malformed 
documents), 

wherein said token recovery unit can change the contents of a correction (page 
3, H 29: constructs to be fixed). 

7. The parsing system according to claim 6, wherein multiple types of said token 
recovery units are prepared in accordance with the type of error that is detected by said 
lexical analyzer in said data string, and each has a function for correcting a specific type 
of error (Page 3, 1J28-29). 

8. A system for converting a data string in a predetermined form into a data string in 
another form comprising: 

an analyzer for analyzing said data string (page 3, 1J25); 

a recovery unit, for, upon the receipt of a request from said analyzer, correcting 
an error detected in said data string by said analyzer (page 3, 1J29); and 

a converter, for changing a data form in accordance with the results obtained by 
said analyzer (Page 3, H28), 

wherein multiple types of said recovery units are prepared in accordance with the 
type of error that is detected by said analyzer in said data string, and each has a 
function for correcting a specific type of error (Page 3, ^27-29). 
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9. The conversion system according to claim 8, wherein said analyzer is parsing means 
for parsing said data string (page 3, 1J25), and said recovery unit is syntax recovery 
means for correcting an error in said data string in accordance with a syntax rule (Page 
3, 1f29). 

10. A computer comprising: 

an input unit for receiving a data string written in accordance with a 
predetermined rule (Figure 1, Scanner component); 

a processor for processing said data string by using a function implemented by 
program control (Page 3, 1J33); and 

an output unit for outputting said data string obtained by said processor (page 1, 
Sink Component), 

wherein said processor includes 

an analyzer for analyzing said data string (page 3, 1|25); and 
a recovery unit, for, upon the receipt of a request from said analyzer (Page 
3, 1J29), correcting an error detected in said data string by said analyzer 
(page 3, H29), and 

wherein multiple types of said recovery units are prepared in accordance with the 
type of error that is detected by said analyzer in said data string, and each has a 
function for correcting a specific type of error (Page 3, fi29; Page 4, 1J36-37). 
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11. The computer according to claim 10, wherein said analyzer is parsing means for 
parsing said data string (Page 3, 1J25), and said recovery unit is syntax recovery means 
for correcting an error in said data string in accordance with a syntax rule (Page 3, 1J29). 

12. A parsing method for parsing a data string written in accordance with a 
predetermined rule comprising the steps of: 

selecting a program module used to correct an error in a target data string in 
accordance with a syntax rule (Page 3, 1J27); 
parsing said data string (Page 3, fl27); 

issuing a correction request to said program module when said parsing detects 
an error in accordance with said syntax rule in said data string (page 3, 1|29); and 

correcting said error using said program module, and parsing the obtained data 
string (page 3, 1J29). 

13. The parsing method according to claim 12, wherein said step of selecting a program 
module for use includes the steps of: 

examining the type of said target data string (Page 3, H27); and 
employing said type of said target data string to select said program module 
based on a correlation that is defined in advance (page 3, ^28). 
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14. The parsing method according to claim 12, further comprising the step of: 

replacing, upon the receipt of an instruction from said program module to which 
said correction request has been issued, a rule used for said parsing with a different 
rule (page 3, 1131), 

wherein, at said step of performing said parsing for the resultant data string, said 
parsing is performed for said data string written in accordance with said different rule 
(page 3,1j31). 

Claim 15 is the computer readable program product stored on a media 
embodiment of the conversion system of claim 8, and is rejected on the same grounds. 

Claim 16 is the program transmission apparatus embodiment of the conversion 
system of claim 8, and is rejected on the same grounds. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bryce P Bonzo whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
4834. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Beausoliel can be reached on (703) 305-9713. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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